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REOEFTTON Or SENATORS FOOTS AND DOWN8
BY THE UNION COMMrTTEE OF NEW YORK, j
fMM TUB VIW TOBK «HAU> 0* MCWIII 10.

A* *30D aa.it *u known that 8enator Foot*, of Miasis-
*nd Senator Dowm, of Louieiaca. had arrived in this1

.city, ¦on Satur lay last, in. <be steamship from New Orleans,
wrcutc to Washington, * was propesed that they ihoulfl be
"^welcomed to this metrapolia by the Union Safely Commit¬
tee, appointed at the gveat meeting held a abort time ago at

. Cattle Gardrn. Thoee distinguished gentlemen wens «fpKed
'to on the subject, and'we are happy to aay that they at once

'(jxpreaaed the gratification Which it would afford them to

meet the- committee -6f whom ,they had heard so much.
These distinguished champions of the Union were received

yesterday at one o'clock at the "Governor's room,'in the City
Hall, where the Mayor ef the city introduced them to the
vast concourse Of people which thronged the building in
every part. Mr. the Mayor elect, was also

present, giving his approval of the proceedinga. Among the
other gentlemen present w© observed George Law, proprietoi
of the aouthera line of United States mail steamers ; E. K.
Collins, proprietor of the line of United Statea'mail steamers

to'£ngland;'5'. 8. Lathtcp, Hiram Ketchom, R. C. Wet
more, S. L. Mitchell, G. *D. Butler, &c.

As soon-as the introductory oerewcny was con¬

cluded, his honor the Mayor said -ts the mass ol
people inc.(tendance:

Fellow-Citiaens : Mr. Foot*, 8enator 4c Congress fron

Mississippi, and Mr. Dewaa, Senator in Congress from Lo»
iaiana, will now be addressed by Osokh Hoffmajt, Esq., a

thia city 5 and when <he haa concluded thcae gentlemen wil
p'obably favor us wiCfc a reply.

Mr. Hoffman * then addressed Messrs. Foow
and Dottns as follows:

Gentlemen : At e time when oar -cocntry was consideret
in extreme danger from the spirit of disunion and fanatician
which waa abroad in our land, a meeting, without reapect t<

party, was called at Castle Garden, is thia city. The object
of that meeting were declared to be to foster and revive tha
spirit of union m which the constitution waa formed one

adopted, and to resist any attempt that might be made t<

destroy it. A committee waa appointed to carry out thi
object of that meeting. That committee is here assembled t<

meet you, and on me haa devolved the duty, aa their organ
to bid you wclcome to thia city.to express their gratitude1 fo
the faithful and patriotic efforts which you rendered en thi
floor of Congress, in defence of those meaaurea which coul<
alone preseivo the Union, wbich -is the fountain bead of al
the wealth and happiness which every where meet you in thi
our prosperoua city. [Cheers.] That meeting wai com

posed, aa thia committee is composed, of men professing dif
ferent political creeds, and who had battled against eacl
other under different banners in our political conflicts; but ai

men, ungating the noble example which you set <?n the floo
of the Senate, they forgot party, and, rallying to the cry o
the country, assembled together on that occasion in an at
tempt to prcaerve that happy Union which ia the aource of al
our bleaaings. The example which they set was followed
and in Boston, Philadelphia, and other places in the North
numerous meetings have been held, all breathing the aam<

spirit, and all directed to the aame holy end. We did hop<
that that meeting might do some good ; we did hope that a
the North it might aid in checking the apirit of fanaticisrr
and folly which preached diaobedience to the lawa to be t

duty to God. [Three cheers.] We did hope that at the
South it might have a tendency to remove the error and mis
conception which did to a certain extent prevail, that the
North was willing to trample on the constitution and on the
rights of the South. We did hope that it might contribute
something, no matter how little, to give atrength to the arm
and power to the voice of those gallant aona of the South who
were nobly contending againat secession, and disunion, and
treaaon. [Three cheers.,] We did hope that it might teach
both the North and the South that we were bound together
by fraternal tiea.that we had but one hope and one deatiny
common to ua both.that we were brethren of the aame house¬
hold, and that a house divided againat itself muat fall. [Ap¬
plause.] It ia not for me to aay how far those hopes have
been realized ; while I cannot help indulging in expreasing
the j iy which.I experienced when, from the lips of a distin¬
guished gentleman from Georgia.the Speaker of the House
of Representativea.[threecheera for Howell Cobb].to whom
on a recent occasion the aame welcome waa extended, we

were gratified with the assurance that that meeting bad ac¬

complished some good, and been of aome avail in achieving
the victory which they won. [Applause. ] You, gentlemen,
are personally strangera to the most of us; but we are not
strangers to the gallant efforts, the distinguished zeal, and the
untiring devotion with which, on the floor of the Senate, you
advocated those measures which we believed were necessary
to the preservation of this Union and to the promotion of the
cause to which we have devoted ourselves. [Applause.]
Tou ate strangers to us; but when we saw you periHing all
of the station with which you had been honored, and devoting
yourselves to the cause of your country and the Union, be
assured, gentlemen, that, although strangera to us, you lived
in the hearts of thousands of patriotic citizens of the North,
who honored you for the course which you pursued. You,
Mr. Senator from Louisiana, bad to encounter responsibilities
great and momentous. You encountered them nobly. You
stood almoat alone in the representation from your State in
the advocacy of thnae measures on the snrceas of which the
peace and happineas of the country hung auspended. You
dared to differ from your distinguiahed colleague, and advo¬
cated those mcaaures with a zeal, a power, and an eloquence,
and with aa great an attachment to your native land as he
cou'd be possessed of. [Cheers.] And, sir, it wss withjoy
that we heard of the cirdial welcome with wbich, on youi
return, you were greeted by your trusting and confiding con¬
stituents.a welcome wbich must have been aa gratifying to
you aa it was a just reward for your patriotic labora. [Cheers.]
And you, Mr. Senator from Misaissippi.you, who, as I
stated.[Three cheers for 8enator Foote. Hurrah ! hurrah !
hurrah !].who, as I stated on a former occaaion, came for-
ward from trials and tribulations at home.who, forgetting
party ties, dared to discharge your duty.with, on youi
return home, the Governor of your own 8tate against you.with the Legislature of your own 8tate (no matter whetbei
they represented truly or not the feelings of the people) arrayedagainat you.you dared to beard the lion in hiaden, and con¬
tended for those measures which were essential to the Union
with the aame fervor and the same devotion which had char-
ac'eriied your efforta on the fl*or of the Senate. [Applause ]We did hope, we did trust and believe, that the time would
come, and I am glad to learn the time haa already come,
when reflection in Misaissippi will perform the office which
it is daily performing at the North : when patriotism will
dispel the prejudice which for a time may have atoid between
you and a portion of your conatituency ; when Miasiasippiwould echo the voice of Georgia, and unite with the common
voice of the country in hailing her distinguished Senator and
dhtingaished ron. [Three cheera ] Gentlemen, not to de¬
tain you any longer, in the name of that Union Safety Com¬
mittee.a committee of no importance except so far aa it haa
been conseerated by the holy objects of their appointment.in
the name of that committee, I bid you welcome to our city.
In the name of all who know that by Southern as well a* by
Northern blood our independence was achieved.who know
that our Union waa formed in a apirit of compromise, and
that in a spirit of compromise it was received.in the name

of all who appreciate the blessings we enjoy, and are willing
to transmit them to their children who shall come after ua,
unimpaired as we received them from the hands of our

fathers.in the name of all these I bid you welcome to this
great dty ; and may God speed you and prepare you for the
duties that may yet lie before you.

Mr, Horn* s a then eat down amid great cheering, which
lasted for some moments.

Senator Foote was called upon to respond, and
spoke as follows : /
Gentlemen. of the committee, toil fellow-citizens of the ci'

.ad county of New York i I rejoice to be here this day,
lo witness m I do these striking indications of the exi Aenc*
of sentiments friendly to the institutions of our fa"'jera. 'X
was not unprepared for such a scene ss that whicb41 beWd.
I had read an account of the proceedings in V'jfUa Garten,
which have been m elequentiy referred to. \ have bai an

opportunity ia my own State and elsewhere of ascertaioing
that the proceedings of that meeting had produced tke effect
of cheering «p the friends of the Union, of «ustraarog them
in the straggle which they were crurpiitg on in *behalf df
oar institutions, snd of paralyzing t'ua aim el faction, wherever
intelligence of them had Teached the different settlements tn

the Seuthweat before I left my own heme. Never, in my
opinion, since the foundation of the Government, has any
puMic meeting occurred which has ao speedily produced eon-

acquences vitally important to the public weltaee and sifety as
that meeting at Castle Garden. It is true.and I am delight¬
ed to know it is tru&.that your noble er_«m(fte was immedi¬
ately followed throughout the greater pejt Of'the North ; and
I assure yoa that in my own State we have been delighted in
tha capital of Mimiasippi to imitate yoor noble example. A
little mora than two weeks ago, one of'the largest mass con¬

ventions that waa ever held in lha city offackson was holden
in my presence, of which I was an humble member, and over
which presided the late President of the Nashville'Conven¬
tion.(not the late Nashville Convention, bat the first Nash¬
ville Convention which assembled last summer).Chief Jus¬
tice 8harkey * who, discovering that tboae with whom he
once atsociated were bent on treason, abandoned all'connexion
with them, and resolved to do his duty as a patriot in this
crisis of his country's history. Under the authority of reso

lotions adopted tbere, which conform with your own, a new

party, composed of the ''best men ef both of the old parties,
has already been organiced in every county of the State, and
arrangements have been made for bringing out candidates for
every importact office in the State on the Union isaue alone,
without regard to old party questions. [Applause.] And we

have the strongest confidence that in every county in the State
of Mississippi the Union cause will triumph, and speedily
triumph. {Renewed applause. ] >

i Tbere is great reason.surely there is.great reason.for
these interchanges of patriotic congratulations. Our country
nay not be entirely safe yet, but we certainly have a most
brilliant prospect before us of its ultimate safety. Who1

¦ -doubts this } Is it not a fact, without mentioning names,
f 'that prominent champions of sedition in the North have al¬

ready declared, in express language, their determination to
no longer continue the agitation which has heretofore dis-

1 traded the country and our national councils > [Good.] Is
" it not true that leading newspapers published in the cities of
f the North have lately declared that, in the judgment of the
I editors at least, it is inexpedient to continue this agitation ?

Is there not good reason for believing confidently that agita¬
tion in tbe North will now cease ? And what is the coodi-

c tion of public feeling in the South Why, Maryland unani¬
mously sustains the Union. So does Delaware. In the good

] Old Dominion, where repose the bones of Marshall, of Madi¬
son, and Washington, of Henry, and a host ol other patriots
of the revolution, the language of secession has never yet

} been heard, and never will be heard. [Tremendous applause.]
> The people of Kentucky sre equally unanimous.the people
t of Missouri are equally unanimous.the people of Tennessee,
j Whigs and Democrats, are at least equally as unanimous for

tbe Union. There is but one voice in that State which has
> been raised in support of the plan of secession concocted in
9 South Carolina twelve months ago, and put in action recently
® by a gentleman of my own State, whose name it is not deli-
, cate to mention. Tbe voice of the Hon. Hopkins L. Turnoy,
r I learn, was the only one that was raised in support of this

plan of secession. North Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Loui-
9 siana, Texas, and Georgia, the proceedings of whose patri-1 otic conventions have already reached you, have all declared
1 in unequivocal language their determination to adhere to the
g Union, and to put down factioaists and faction.

I understand that the intelligence communicated from
*

South Carolina by telegraph is, that they will await the ac-
" tion of tbe State which I have the honor in part to repre-
1 present.the patriotic State of Mississippi. This is pretty
s much what I have expected for two or three months past. I
r am glad that they will postpone final action until than \ for I
f am as certain as that God reignetb, aad that this glorioas na
- tion exists on the face of the globe, that the people of the
I State of Mississippi will, next autumn, with a nearer ap-
; proacb to unanimity, declare in favor of the Union than even

, the State of Georgia. [Three cheers for Mississippi, and
i three more for Georgia.] I speak of what I know ; and yet
j this may appear strange to some, and may need explanation,
t The explanation is easily offered. True, the Governor of
i Mississippi has declared himself in favor of prompt secession.
i true it is, he is sustained at the present time by nearly all the
i official influence of the State, including the two bouses of the

Legislature, a majority of whom have decided in favor of the
i Governor's policy of secession. That is all true; but I can

assure you that even in the county in which the capitol is lo-
cated, there is an overwhelming majority of the people of
bath parties in favor of preserving the Union, and in favor of
defeating any scheme of secession that may be proposed.
[Applause.] Within tbe last seven weeks, fellow-citizens, I
have gone through nearly every populous county in Missis¬
sippi ; and although I felt my own feebleness, yet, buoyed up
and sustained by the inspiring cause in support of which I
was engaged, I did, in every county which I visited, chal¬
lenge controversy ; and in every county but one or two, con¬
troversies did occur in the presence of hundreds and thousands
of people. And what was the consequence } Why, at the
very first meeting, two thousand persons concurred in the
adjustment bills pissed at the last session of Congress, and in
support of the Union. [Applause.] In every other county
that I visited, a result almost precisely similar occurred.
Never did I hear the voices of more than six secessionists in
the State of Mississippi, when a vote was taken ; and a vote
was taken in every county bat one or two. [Applause.] Let
me rel ate an anecdote to you. In Talabatchie county a large
meeting was convened; notice had been given that I would
address my fellow-citizens on that day. It being the first day
of the court, a large meeting of people took place ; and on that
day it was also expected that disunion resolutions would be
offered for the adoption of the assembled people, by a most
prominent man in that section of central Mississippi. Those
resolutions were offered under the auspices of a nephew of the
Iste distinguished John C. Calhoun, of South Carolina.
Well, what was the result> In my own feeble way, I ad¬
dressed the people, and wss, to a certain extent, responded
to.the disunion resolutions were waived, and in lieu of them
Union resolations were adopted by an extraordinary majori¬
ty, there being but three votes for disunion, one of which was
cast by the representative of tbe county, another by the mover
of the disunion resolutions, and the third by his brother,
If there was a fourth discordant voice tbere, I at least did not
find it out. [Laughter and applause.] In the county ad-
jting, (Carroll,) I had the honor of addressing another meet-
ing, and the people seemed to be unanimous in the support
of (he Union. At another meeting held in this same county
of Carroll, as I am informed, about a week subsequent, one
of the most eloquent men in that part of the county.Gen.
Wall by name, a native of 8outh Carolina.addressed the
people at length, in a most powerful manner, in support of
secession, snd in opposition lo the plan of adjustment agreed
upon at the last session of Congress. The judge of the court,

. a very estimable man, felt himself called upon to speak in

. favor of the constitution which he had sworn to support. He
' made a speech of no very great length, but much to the pur¬

pose. And what was the effect ? The vote was taken t tbe
¦ union of the* States wss tustained; and secession was voted
down by it majority of more than seven to one. [Applause,
load and long continued.] I have addressed other meeting's
one of which was in Natchez, in the neighborhood of which
the Governor of the State had resided for the laat twenty
years. I spoke freely in condemnation of his message, and
denounced it as a treasonable document. [Applause, and
three cheers for Foote ] His friends were present, his rela¬
tives wese present.gentlemen accomplished, intellectual,and
patriotic.his partner in the practice of the law for more than
twenty-five years waa present, and sat with me on the stand |
which I occupied on the occasion. What do you suppose
was the result ? At the close of the meeting I called for the
seceders to show themselves, but it wss like calling spirits
from the vasty deep.[laughter].they did not come when I
did call for thrm. There was not one man in that meeting
who had the effrontery to rise and say he would support the
Governor in the course he is pursuing in this crisis of tbe
country. [Applause.]There will be another opportunity of testing public opinion
in that State in the Convention which is to sssemhU there ;
and I beg of you to note what I say, that, while Georgia has
only three counties represented by seceders in her Convene
tion, the State of Misriseippi will not have one county thus
represented. [Great spplsuse.l I know that all the official
influence of the 8tate and tha Legislature ate against Union ;
but union will, notwithstanding that, be triumphant in Mis¬
sissippi, and that State will nobly vindicate herself from the
suspicion of treaeon which has arisen in men's minds in con¬
sequence of groaa misrepresentation on the subject. [Tre¬mendous applause. ]

And even in the State of South Carolina patriotic voices I
fcare lately burst forth in support of the Union an I the
.awtttoiion. Mr. Grayson, formerly a member of Coogren,
has punished a pamphlet in favor of the constitntiou, which
has-been circulated throughout the 8tate, and which haa pro-
duces an extraordinary sensation there. Mr. Poinustt aod
Wen. Hamilton have spokfn out on the subject in the bjldest
lanfuage. Can yru doubt that thete voices, raised in sup¬
port of the institutions of our. fathers, will arouse a patriotic
response in South Carolina ? I cannot doubt it. Do yov
recollect an instance which occurred in the pact bistor* of
our country, with which Joel R. Poinsett was identified ? A
lew years ago, when he represented this country in Mexico,
his house waa surrounded by a mob, and its demolition waa
threatened. He kept quiet, and aimply hung oat the Ameri¬
can flag.the ttars and atripea. What was the result ? The
mob waa calmed into submission by hia silently pointing to

,
¦t*r" .^ul Gripes of hia country. Thus the moral power

of the Union waa felt in the centre of semi-civilized Mexico,
.dc proved auflicieut to put d )wn factionists and suppress tu-
mult. The same man, in the centre of South Carolina, has
the same part to perform towards those who have banded
themselves against the institutions of their country.[ap¬
plause].who have declared war against the constitution of
the republic. And what ia he doing ? He is pointing, in
their presence and within their view, to the flag of the coun¬

try.the immortal stars and atripea.[applauae and cheer¬

ing].the ««»bleme of oar country's dominion and renown.
And I do not doubt but that the result will be the aame aa it
was in Mexico i for, before the next Convention assembles
in Mississippi, I venture to predict that 8outh Carolina will
redeem herself, and will repent in sackcloth and in ashea the;
temerily which, for the tut tweNe months, has marked the
conduct of her Icadera and people.

t ellow-citizens, the danger is almost over. I regret to say
there is some little ground lor apprehension as to the future.
This compact of adjustment, which you have heard so elo¬
quently eulogized, will quiet our country, and will secure the
permanence of our institutions, if faithfully adhered to, North,
South, East, and West. But the question is, will you ad¬
here to it > [Voices.*' We will" We will."] Will the
North generally adhere to it ? I confidently believe it will. It
is on this ground we have proceeded in all the public meet¬
ings in the State from which I come. If you agree with us

that the fugitive slave bill, aa passed by Congress, shall re¬

main the law of tbe land, and be faithfully enforced; that the
Witaot provioq, that monstrous thing which, I trust, has been
consigned to the tomb of the CapuleUs, shall not be revived s

if you agree that no attempt shall be made in Congress to
abolish slavery ia the District of Columbia; if you agree that
no attempt shall be made by Congress to interfere with the
t adc of slaves between the different States $ if you will agree
that no State shall be prevented from coming into the Union
on the ground of her having alavery within her limits; in a

word, if you will agree to carry out the compact of our fathers,
the South will do her part faithfully in executing that com¬

pact. I believo that the North will take this course. And
why Because, in the Congress of tbe United States, the
ablest and most distinguished men of the Union concurred in
supporting that plan of adjustment. I believe tbe North will
be faithful, as I know (he South will be, to this compact, be¬
cause I know the moat influential and patriotic men north of
Mason and Dixon's line are on tbe aide of the Union, and
will sustain that plan of adjustment. I believe it because
the President and his Cabinet all concur in support of
that plan of adjustment. I believe the law will be en¬
forced hocause the efficiency of the law has been tested,
and that the judges uorth of Mason and Dixon's line are pre¬
pared fauhlully to do their duty. [Applause.] Why, look
at tho message of Mr. Fillmore. It if worthy of tbe best men
of the Republic.of a Jefferson, of a Washington, or a Madi-
fon.at least bo far as it deals with the slavery question. He
is determined to stand by the laws, and recommends no al¬
teration in their provisions. This will content the South;
and let the North act up to the recommendations of the Pre¬
sident, and the Union i* safe. i

I will not detain you much longer { but I feel bound to re¬

mark for a moment on the proceedings of the Committee of
l furteen. The distinguished gentleman who addresred us
on this occasion (Ogden Hoffman, Eeq.) baa referred to the
ac ion of that committee, and, not having been one of thai

L *'"8 can "P*"11 'n lerm« of commendation of
lis labors. The gentlemen who composed that committee did
rise above parly influence 5 they did forget their party, ab-
sorbed as they were in patriotic solicitude for their country's
welfare and honor. Yes, and I will give you an anecdote
illustrative of the spirit in which these men acted. It was
said, on a certa.n occasion, to my old friend General Cass,
by some gentleman [three cheers for General Cassl who was

consulting party policy a little more than the interests of the
country, that if the plan of adjustment was carried out,
Henry Clay might become President. Now, General Cass
had nominated Mr. Ulay as chairman of that committee;
and what was tbe reply of the old patriot > I will state the
reply, because, perhaps, you will bear it from no one else.
When he replied, that honest face of his became refulgent
with the true spirit of a patriot. He remarked, "Then, so

.

11 . CIay 8 noble conduct at the head of our committee,
in rescuing hig country from present danger, should conduct
mm to the Presidency, no man in the nation will more cor¬

dially ratify his election than myself." [Here followed an
outburst of applause which made the portraits on tbe walls of
the Governor s room dance a jig.] I challenge you to point
out to me such another instance ol patriotic devotion and self-
sacrifice. And that was the feeling predominant among the
friends of the adjustment in both houses of Congress. I will
not speak of those who held a subordinate position like my-

i ,buLt ' wi» <»y 'hat the three leading Senators who sup¬
ported that scheme of settlement.Clay, Cass, and Webster,
proved themselves pure-minded, disinterested, self-sacrificing
patriots, regardless of every thing like individual advance¬
ment when the country which they loved was in danger.
I Applause, loud and long-continued] Yes, in myjudgment,
beir conduct surpasses that of any men in any age of tbe
world. Aristides and Themistocles lived and died rivals.
rc»ar drove Cato from Rome, who was compelled to rescue

himself from the tyrant by committing suicide. Cicero, too.
had to become the victim of tbe malevolence of that profligate
and cruel termagant who called Anthony husband. Pitt and

,
were m England throughout their whole lives,

and never became reconciled up to the moment of the death
of the former. Burke and Fox had a quarrel which termi¬
nated a friendship of many years. But Clsy, Cass, and
Webster, on the altar of their country's happiness, sacrified
every thing like personsi rivalry, disregarded every thing like
party ascendency and the success of faction, uniting them,
selves as a band of brothers, standing shoulder to shoulder in
support of their common country, and immortalizing them
.elves as the unequalled of Triad American patriots. [Here
three cheers for Clay, Cass, and Webster were given with a

beany good-will.]
5

.k IT"u y°u no longer, fellow-citizens, and I regret
that 1 have kept you so long from the rich feast which my
inend from Louisiana is prepared to spread before vou. But
this is a subject on which I have much feeling. It is a sub
ject inr which I know every patriot has feeling, deep and
strong. Let me close, then, by pledging myself to you, be¬
fore tbe country, and before Him who rules in heaven, that,

MllV.h1 hUOlbl! *n,ic®> "re required, I will stand faith¬
fully by the compact of our Union, by tbe acheme of adjuai-

arniby tho P^nof organization which originated in
> tie Garden, and which is now rapidly extending itself
over the whole Confederacy, until tbe crisis is past.until the
republic is rescued from danger, ami our constitution estab¬
lished more firmly than it was at ita inception. Fellow citi
zens, I bid you ail an affectionate fare\v< II.

Senator Downs, of Louisiana, then came for¬
ward, amidst loud and enthusiastic cheering, and

Fellow-citizens : I cannot express the gratification I feel
in meeting you upon this occasion. I come from a Union

' ""d thou*h 1 Southern planter, and having most of
my worldly interest, invested in that species of property which
has been so much the subject of dispute for the laat twelve
months, I am new, as I hope I ever shall be, a Union man.

[Cheers ] I have been mora fortunate than my friend Mr.
F oote in being greeted on my return home, though he was well
received by tbe people, in despite of the disaffection of lead¬
ers. was greeted every where by people and leaders with
the same feelings thst actuate you on this occwion, and with
expressions of the most decided approbation in favor of the
Union. One of the strongest proofs that could be given that
this feeling u universal is, that, without any concert, snd

Efffi&STft °f the "ntimenia of the
people, both in the South and in iht North, have been simul

and with a unnnimity f never witnosaAd An -tl
«.

Mr
man. \et partisanship waa laid aside, the denunciations
of parly warfare wera silent, and the men of all sides united
together a. they have done here, and wi£Jm.ZS"£
mon.tr.Uons of confidence, sympathy, am! support every
where. [Loud cheer. ] But while this was U». general
voic* some told us that we wera going too fk«; thai we were

reckoning without our htm , that it wa. .1) nere .how, and
that there wa. no reality in it, that, in fact, the fugitive-slave I

it be carried oat in the free 8tate* ; and that the
jilation would be renewed. I contradicted these

in advance. I did not aee the nprr* from the
I thought I knew your people. I knew yourk8enator, (Mr. Dickinsou.) [Cheers ] I knew

th« tail Senator from Massachuset's, (Mr. Wcbater.) I
itor from Michigan, (Mr. Cass;) the Senator
(Mr. Douglas ;) and numerous others from the
I had conversed with these Senators, and they

that the people of their several States were sound
ion, and in my own State I pledged myself to

'tbeir ctateinents ; and it ia with no ordinary sa-
I witness to-day so enthusiastic a manifestation
int of which I spoke in anticipation. If I bad
1, for a single moment, a doubt of its existence
City of an Empire State, that doubt would

I; and 1 will carry back to the people of Loui-
ting assurance that I wae entirely right in the

le some months ago. [Cheera.]
tlshed friend from Miasisaippi has alluied to
of Thirteen, and he haa stated that he was

of it. But, though he was not a member of it,
ir, [cheers,] and but for bis most strenuous
it sarcasms, denunciations, and every species

brought to bear from all quartera, the appoint-littee would never have been accomplished.
Ho I'K#"! 1 and persevered till the compromise measures

imittee ; and he was not a member of it only
to do the work without taking the honors,

to importance of that committee was greater,
you are aware. Up to that time in the 8enate

it was only in the committee that the
alluded kid their heads and tbtir

hearts together, and, forgetting their party distinctions and
prejudices in the all-absorbing love of their common country,
framed those bi|ls which were ultimately crowned with suc¬

cess. [Loud cheers.] It ought, therefore, never to be for-1
gotten that one of the most conspicuous actors in the drama
of which the Committee of Thirteen constituted su prominent
a part was my friend who has just addressed you. [Cheers.]
I am hsppy to say with him that the danger, in a great mea¬

sure, is past. The indications of Georgia are distinct; of
Alabama there is no doubt ; and ultimately Mississippi and
all the slaveholding States will be right, except, perhaps,
South Carolina ; but even in her case there are indications
that she wilt pause before she takes the rash step she has
threatened. Probably you are not aware of the extent she has
g jne. Independent of the action of the late Congress, there
is too much reason to believe that she was decidedly deter¬
mined to separate trom the Union long ago. The Governor
has declared it; the greatest men of the State have declared
it; and the ablest pamphlet that ever issued from her printing
preste* has not only declared it, but taken the ground that
there ought to be a separation between the North and the
South, from the incompatibility of the interests of these two
great sections of the country.
The danger, I think, is over ; but the solemn lesson which

it conveys ought not to be lost upon us. It is full ofwarning
and instruction. Let ua not tempt such peril again, and
imagine that, because we have escaped it once unscathed,
we may pass thiough it with equal impunity again. Con¬
stant attrition wears away the solid rock; the last feather
breaks the camel's back ; and the public mind, irritated by the
past, will be foind, on each return of agitation, less and less
able to bear it. Let me, in all freedom and candor, tell you
that if these agitations are revived.if the fugitive slave bill
is repealed, or materially modified, or rendered a dead letter
by a refusal to carry out ita provisions in the free States, and
if slavery should be abolished in the District of Columbia,
you may call this by what name you will, but, when you do
it, you may r«st assured that it is the dissolution of the Union.
[Loud checra.] I believe, however, that the existing laws
will be carried out. I believe that the compromises of the
constitution will be carried out; and therefore it Was that I
said to the ptople of the South, Let us not complain of the
North in advance. If tbey do not adhere >o the compact,
then it will be time enough for us to renew the agitation for
secession. But if the contract should be violated again, you
may expect the most disastrous consequences. I do not aay
it by way of boasting of the prowess of the South ; but when
you consider the fortuitous circumstances by which the me¬

naced danger was averted, and that the providence of God,
which baaalwaya watched over the Union, interposed in a

most singular manner to save it in that crisis, you will admit
that there was abundant cause for alarm. Controversy bad
proceeded to such lengths, human passions had been so aroused,
and men in high places had pledged themselves so strongly,
that tfcia question would perhape never have been settled but
for the accident that changid the administration of affairs
from the hands of one man to those of another. The com¬

promise bills bad passed the Senate ; but in the H-iuae of Re¬
presentatives hung the important one upon which was hinged
the fate of all.the fate of the Union itself. If the Texas bill
had been rejected, as sure as there is a God in heaven a civil
war would have been waged in this now happy land. The
forces of Texas were marshalled ; every preparation was made
for hostilities; an extra session of the Legislature wns called
by the Governor ; and nothing waa wanting but the applica¬
tion of the match to the train laid, in o'der to produce the
explosion. But say she wnuld have gone alone into the
struggle, or with only the aid of South Carolina and Missis¬
sippi ; vet once raise the tocsin of war on the banks ofthe Rio
Grande, and hundreds of thousands of Southern men would
make common cause with her, and fly to her standard of revolt.
Let us, then, avoid the causes of any such danger in future.
We of the South have confidence.we always bad confidence
in the North, and I sec no reason for doubt as to the future.
But though the masses of the people in the North have never
manifested any indisposition to do justice to the South, let me
aay that in some matters you were a little slow in doing jus¬
tice. Not ouly is it incumbent upon every man to set from
patriotic motives himself, but to exert himself to make others
follow his example. Your ci'y has a population of over half
a million, and a more intelligent, virtuous, and orderly people
never exieted. But even in this great and virtuous commu¬

nity, fifiy or one hundred men, not restrained by the law and
the police, might lay your vast city in ashes. So it is with
those who raise the torch of discord. Let me humbly suggest
that not only ought you to conduct yourselves with propriety,
but compel those among you to do likewise. [Cries of
bravo. ] We do not expect any thing that is unreasonable from
you. We do not require that you should silence 'he clamors
of fanaticism and abolition i but we do expect that you will
lay aome restraint upon them. [Cheers.] Let abolitionists
talk aa much as they will, but let them not creep into your
high places and speak for the country. [Vehement cheering.}
It waa not so much the fanaticism of the North that we cared
for its ravings would have passed us by as the idle wind ;
but when your Legislatures, in solemn conclave aeembled,
passed resolutions, and went further and opposed the laws,
thus violating the principles of the constitution as we inter¬
preted it, and taking the local power of the Central Govern¬
ment into their own hands, you will agree with me that there
waa some cause for apprehension. We entreat you, there¬
fore, to control these men, and not permit them to misrepre¬
sent you. By your following this course the country will
so«>n attain to such a degree of prosperity as it has never yet
reached. But if you have not the b ddness and tbe courage
to put down fanaticism, we must conclude that you.the
people of the North.are not tbe people your ancestora were,
and we shall have to agree with South Carolina that tlie aw¬
ful word "separation" mu-<t be pronounced. [Cues of
" Never."] I do not anticipate such a caraatropbe ; but it is
for you to decide whether it shall be pronounced or not.
One great cause of tbe difficulwes between the two sect'ons

is a want of mutual understanding of each other. It has been
a settled purpose in certain quartera to keep tbe people of the
South from knowing the real staio of the North. Perhaps,
intelligent as they are, there is rot one voter in ten that is
correctlv informed ; and the majority of them think, at this
very moment, that you are against them, because their press?*
lead them astray. One of the most remarkable instances of
tbe sagacity of the Union 8«fety Committee of this city is
that it has taken measures to diffuse correct information in
the South as well aa the North. I.et u« only understand
each other aa brothers, and we shall never quarrel. It is by
misapprehension and perverseneas that such unhappy differ¬
ences arise. One of the most decided statements I ever made
on this point was in my own State, in Baton Rouge, the seat
*f government. I pointed to the example of Judge Douglas,
of Chicago; to tbe example of Cass and Web»ter, and the
President of the United titates. [Loud cheering ] I told
them that I had faith, and that they ought to have faith in
the North. Yet I was told by some, and the press at New
Orleans, that I dared not repeat there what I bad said ten

days before. I did repeat it in their teeth, and glad I am
this day to see that every thing I then said in your behalf(
was correct. The feelings that actuate you will actuate
others, and the sentiments you have expressed will l«e en-

dorsed by the country at large. The ci*y of New York i*
possessed of wealth and intelligence beyond any other city of,
the Union. Never were both used more appropriately or,

more happily than in refeience to this all-importont subject,
At a critical period in the late Congress, all must recollect
with gratitude that a petition aigned by 40,000 of the citi-
sens of New York came to relieve and cheer us. [Applause ]
Go on, then, with tbe good work. None can do it more
effectually than yon. None can be more interested in it
My honorable friend haa told you that Mr. Case was taunt¬

ed with contributing to make Mr. Clay President. I, as a

member of the Committee of Thirteen, was also taunted. But
scorned the taunt. Nobody on that committee cared for re-

,8» so 11 party was concerned, when the safely of the
country waa at btake. I have been taunted with the came
. ung wnce. [A voice."Yes, and you will be taunted again."]
trenuoua efforts were made to prevent my a-tending the mass

mee ng at New Orleans. I was told that it would injure
ni67 niJ Pa'ly lp attend a mixed meeting of Democrats
and higs. I replied that a good act never injured a good
man or a good cause. But suppose it did destroy me, or that
i destroyed my party ; if I or my party were down to-day
another would arise to-morrow a* puriotic, and as useful,
and as good. But tear down the fabric of this great Union,
and we have no longer a Washington, a Franklin, a Jeffer-

"i!n ij L J
would be better, therefore, that party

should be destroyed than thtt the Union should perish.
r i *!? aurry> gentlemen, to have detained you so long, and
I »nall now conclude.

Vehement cheering followed the conclusion of this address,
which was spoken with much feeling and evident sincerity.

I hree chcers were then proposed for the Committee of
Thirteen, which was enthusiastically responded to.

. The meeting then retired, each person being introduced to
Senators Foote and Downs as he passed, and cordially shak¬
ing these gentlemen by the hand.

Thus ended one of the most enthusiastic demonstrations
that has ever taken place in ibis city, consisting of our most

eminent merchants and our moat influential men We never

saw greater enthusiasm manifested, or a more unflinching de¬
termination to maintain the integrity of the Union against
every open foe and every secret enemy.

NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS, LITERATURE, AND
THE FINE ARTS IN NEW YORK.

Niw York, Dkcimbe* 10, 1850.
I he most interesting' event of the past week,

Messrs. Editors, has been the opening of The Alar~
tyrdom of Huss, Loaning's great picture, of which
1 gave some account in a previous letter, and whose
exhibition in this country is an event of unusual
interest in our annals of art. The picture has lain
in the public store almost as long as Powers's Cal¬
houn lay under the waves and amidst the sands of
the Adantic off Fire Island, and at one time it ap¬
peared as if the chances of its ever being recovered
from the hands of the custom-house officials were

as slender as those of the statue for escape from
the fury of wind and water. Mr. Boker, the owner
of this painting, considered himself entitled to in¬
troduce it into the country free of duty, as a work
of art, not intended for sale; but it being at the same
tune destined not for the adornment of a private
house, but for the walls of the Dusseldorf Gallery,
it came, by fair construction of the provisions of
the present tariff, within the per cent, chargeable
upon pictures imported for sale under the clause of
" non-enumerated articlesIt seemed hard that
such an apparently unappreciating welcome should
be given by our American authorities to so great a

work of art; but tariff" laws are amongst the most discourteous
and unamiable of all statutes, albeit based in theory upon
the most discriminating principles, and the stern moralities
of the revenue service exacted the uttermost farthing from
Mr. B KEn, entirely disregarding the benefit he was confer¬
ring upon the community in securing for them a high gratifi¬
cation at the expense of his own means, and no inconsidera¬
ble risk. It is to be hoped that the amende honorable will
be made by the public, with whom the picture »hould be a

popular one.

The presence amongst us of this picture, which is the pro
duction of an'artist ranking amongst the first modern German
painters, and the number of other works which, during the
last two years, have found their way here and have excited
much interest and attention in the Dtuteldorf Gallery, give
a degree of interest to the present state of the arts in Europe,
especially in Germany, which would not otherwise be felt.
A few years ago comparatively nothing was known in this
country ol contemporaneous movements in art on the conti¬
nent, and even the names of the distinguished men who rep¬
resented its interests there were entirely unfamiliar to our

tranrailantic ears. Now, the fine-art intelligence from. Europe
brought by every succeeding steamer forms a conspicuous
item of the foreign news collected and published for the enter¬

tainment ol the public in general. 8u:h is the progre-'s in
national sympathies upon elevated and refined topics of taste

and culture, us well as in the more practical departments of
science and the useful arts.
A most exciting and interesting event belmging to the an¬

nals of art has recently taken place at Munich, and forms the
theme of many vivid descriptions in the correspondence of
.the English papers from the continent; and, in connexion
with a reference to German art, deserves notice here. This
is the unveiling, as it is termed, of the Bavaria, a colossal
statue of a virgin in bronze, intended as the allegorical repre
sentation of the Germanic Empire, which, after ten long years
of patient and incessant toil, has been at last comple'ed and
exposed to public view on its lofty pedestal in the Thereto
meadow near Munich, where it towers in the air at a height
of eighty four feet, of which the statue itself contributes filty-
four feet, and adds to its gigantic proportions a corresponding
grace and majesty. During the process of its erection on the
pedestal, the sfatue was covered by a scaffolding and scrcen,
and the ceremony of removing these and revealing all at once

the perfected work, has, it appears, been celebrated with all
| he poinp and circumstance which might signalizj the coro¬

nation of an Emperor.
This great statue, which will henceforth be one of the

"sights" for American travellers on the continent, is only
one out of a host of works of art projected and executed upon
the most extensive and costly plan by the late King, or, more

properly speaking, the Ex-King of Bavaria, a monarch
whose whole reign was devoted to the most munificent and

prodigal patronage of art. Few of our countrymen who visit

Europe for pleasure are aware that there is no capital on the
continent, north of the Alps, which can boast of so much
magnificence of modern date as Munich; and few of our

countrymen, who take an interest in matters relating to the

present state of the arts know to how great a degree the re-

| ctnt revival of art in Germany.one of the fruits of wh'ch is
this vrry picture of the martyrdom of Hou-is owing to
the rflors and iral of King Lewis of Bavaria.
Tbe poor lax-paying Bavarians look with very little com¬

placency or smisfaction upon this royal furore for art which
has filled the capital with paintings, statues, and grand arcbi-
lecture, wbilo the necessari-a of lite are rendered more and
more expensive, and the interests of the peop>e in every way
n>'gl"cted. But this drawback upon tbe satisfaction with
which one surveys the great works of the late reign of King
Lev.is does not diminish his admiration of them so far as their
real imrit and value are concerned. From the hands of the
six or eight bunded artists who have during the last
twenty-five years been engaged in Munich under the auspices
of the King, innumerable works have proceeded in every de¬
partment of art, the mere ratalogue of which would fill a

volume. The taste of his Majesty bas generally been for the
colossal and imposing, and in all the churches, cathedrals, and
public buildings which he planned and superintended, there
is a lavish prodigality and magnificence which quite put to
shame the enterprises of most modern princes in the same

department. The great statue of Bavaria, to which I have
alluded, is an illua ration of this. I raw that portion of it
which was then completed in 1847, and was able t0 imagine
from the vast pr portions of tbe head and bust which were

then finished, and in the inside of which twenty-eight per-
sons could lie accommodated, what would be the effect of
the whole. It is doubtless, at present, the mist striking and
memorable work of modern art on the continent, and in spite
of the bad odor which attacbea itself to tbe name of Kin*
Lewis, from his disreputable connexion with the famous and
infamous Lota Mostss, thiagieat work of Schwantkaik*
commenced and successfully completed under his patronaw
will, with the other creations of geniua dating from his reian
n ake his name illu.trioaa and his memory conspicuous

'

A King on the continent of Europe with a liberal taste
and a long purse can do treat things for art. He can sum¬
mon promising painters from distant cities to hie court and I
set them to work upon tbe palaces or churches which be
chooses to adorn and beautify ; he can dispatch Undents of I

art to the Italian capital* where they may puraue their studies
ami return home proficients. In a word, he can command the
best genius of hit time and encourage the growth of riaing
genius wherever it comea under his notice, and thua secure
tor hi* subject* all those advantages which it is useless at the
present time to argue, are the results of a wide-spiead ac-

quaintance with the fine arts. In a republic like the United
tales there can of necessity be no Executive patronage of

art or artist*, but should there not ba a more liberal national
patronage than there now is > It is not easy to* calculate how
much the standard o( the American character abroad has been
raised by the high position which American artiata are able to
take in Europe. With our practical and buaineaa like way of
looking at things and men, we do not appreciate the entirely
dissimilar method* of reasoning and aocial estimation which
prevail in Europe. In an Italian capital thronged during the
winter with the beat society of the world, an American con-
su or charge d affaires who speaks no language except Eng¬
lish, and displays no national characteristics beyond the
American eagle over bis door, and the seal of office in hia
writing desk, does nothing to inspire the community in which
he is placed with any additional respect or consideration for.
the country he represent*; the American artist, on the other
band, who has struggled on perhaps for many a long year in
the same capital until his works fcave commanded attention
even amongst the thousands which rival them on every aide,
and whose studio ia the reaort of the cultivated and discrimi¬
nating trom every part of Enrope, does much for the Amen-
can name and lame. Hia**; Powim ia Italv, Larrxa in
Uermany, and others of our ar'ista in other paita of Europe,

e a* they may be known at home, are doing vast service
abroad in this very way of raising and satfaining the national
reputation. Diplomacy effects very little for this country in

1 li
it doe* not deai with the minia* or 1

a^hTJ!? Ti fc chhrd" of for lhe sreat aim*
.fid object* of American republicanism i the genin* and in¬
ventive skill and practical talent of the country, a* exempli¬
fied ui iia artiata and men of literary and scientific abilities, are
our beet representatives abroad.

Congress will be memoraliz d this winter by the artists in
tow city with a view to some more liberal extension of public
favor to the cause of American art. The embellishments of
tbe Capitol certainly have not reached that ultimatum of
completeness or perfection as to shut the door upon any fur-
ther efforts at its adornment, and there are various wars in
which, without any damage to interest* of auy sort, something
of that patronage which every enlightened Government ex¬
tends to native art, might be dispensed by Congress. Indi¬
vidual and associated enterprise in the several States are now

doing much ; all that is needed is for the public in its aggre¬
gate capacity to do what it seems to take pleasure in doinir
individually. Jacques do Mosue.

Mb. CALHOUN AND M*. RANDOLPH.

"A WISE ASD MASTKRCT INACTIVITY."

In the Intelligencer of the 5th instant ia an article, taken
from the Cincinnati Gazette, in which the credit of the well-
known phrase, " tVue and masterly inactivity," is plucked
from the late Mr. Calhoun, who I dare say ne*er dreamed of
pluming himseir upon its origination, and bestowed triumph¬
antly upon John Randolph, who is said to have used it in
Congress in 1827. To neither did the expression owe pa¬
ternity. This phrase has been curiously enough the subject
of frequent and repeated notice and criticism in your paper
and In other journals, and yet no one appears to have recol¬
lected, or to have been willing to take the trouble to point
out, that it was used by 8ir James Mcintosh in hi* celebrat¬
ed defence of the French Revolution against Edmund Burke,
and will be found under tbe " section 1" of the .« Vindiciaj
Gallic®," where, discoursing on the question how the "Statu
General" were to vote, 6cc , 8ir James says :

' The Commons adhered inflexibly .to their principle of
incorporation. They adopted a provisory organization, but
studiously declined whatever might *eem to suppose legal ex¬

istence, or to arrogate constitutional powers. The Nobles,
le*s politic or timid, declared themselves a legally 'constituted
order, and proceeded to discuss tbo great objects of their
convocation. The Clergy affected to preserve a mediatorial
character, and to conciliate the discordant claims of the two
hostile orders. The Commons, faithful to their tystem, re-
maim d in .* a wise and masterly inactivity," which tacitly
reproached tbe arrpg*nt assumption of the Nobles, while it
lett uo pretext to calumniate their own conduct, gave lime for

¦ the increase of the popular fervor, and distressed tbe Court
by the delay of financial aid."

It is boped that this small matter will no longer be discus¬
sed in our journal* as an American question ; and that if any
one in future be disposed to exercise and to display his learn¬
ing and research in that connexion, he will tax his faculties
with the task of ascertaining the source from which Sir James
Mcintosh derived that expressive phrase, if, indeed, he was

not himself the author, which is most probable.
The great questions and controversies of the period of

Burke anJ Mcintosh were quite familiar to oar earlier patriot*,
who are now so rapidly disappearing from the public stage.
They are still, however, both for matter and style, equally
worthy, and will amply repay tbe *tudy of those statesmen
and legislators wh» are in our day and generation so nobly
and disinterestedly contending for their country\ good, and
" to prevent the Republicfrom receiving any detriment."
Washucoto*, Die. 5, 1850. F. M.

TO THE EDITORS.

Richxoxd, (Vi.) DtCSMBEn 7, 1850.
Dear Sins : A correspondent, signing himself F. M., in

your daily paper of this morning, commenting upon Mr. Cal¬
houn's.expression .'a masterly inactivity," refers its deriva¬
tion to Sir James Mackintosh's Vindici* Gallic®. The dis¬
covery is neither new nor important; it was pointed out to
me by the present Governor of Virginia more than two years
ago. But your corresfiondent proceeds to express the hope
that any one who may trouble himself with the genealogy of
this phrase hereafter, «« will tax hi* faculties with the task of
ascertaining the smrce from which Sir James Mackintosh de¬
rived that expre*sive phrase, if, indeed, he was not himself
the author, which is most probable.

It will not take long to satisfy your correspondent's curiosi¬
ty, and to assure him that his conjecture is erroneous. The
expression is employed by Demosthenes, who is the father of
one-half our modern political phrases. Being at a distai ce
from my boiks, and indisposed to encounter tbe chilling
courtesies of the State library here, I cannot refer you at pre*
*ent to the chapter and verse of the particular oration in which
it is uspd, nor perhaps is so trivial a matter worth the trouble
of a search. But the phrase is in Demosthenes, and your
learned correspondent F. M-, or aome other equally learned
reader of the Intelligencer, having the clue given to him, may
be willing to take that trouble, and is heartily welcome to the
credit of the discovery. ,

While on this subject I may refer to the descent of a still
more familiar and hackneyed expression. Lord Bolingbroke
ssysthat "Hisory is Philosophy teaching by example."
Mortrofius, in bis Polyhistri, a wo.k of grest olebrity in it*
day, and published a few yeara before Bolingbroke* Lectures
on History, mentions this apothegm as a common and current
proverb; and Francois Baldouin, the great civilian, uses it

frequently, and especially in his E«*ay De In*titutione Hi*to-
ri» Univer»a, published about the middle of the *ix<een(h>
century. It my mem >ry does not deceive me, it occur* a .'so-
in the celebrated, but little read, essay of Henry Cornelia*
Agrippa De Incertitudine Scientiarum, written in the ear'y -

part of that century.
So much for the originality of the "dicta "of great political

authors. It would be easy to multiply example*, and con-

inue the subject till it swelled into a volume, if the requisite
waste of time could be permitted on such a topic.

It ia a matter of no consequence whether Mr. Calhoun waw

the originator of the phrase which ba* been ao often repealed'
or not. It waa happy and apposite at the time when it
was employed, and lhat should bs enough not merely to justi¬
fy but to ennoble its employment. If your correspondent u
anxious to discover the paternity of our political cant and
catch words, let him study Thucydides and the Athenian
orators, and bs will And his curiosity much more fully grati-
fled than by confining his readfhg to Burke and Mackintoah
worthy as thsse authors are ofall reverence and attentioo.

'

Your obedient tenant,


